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Report on

“Development of Speaking Skills through Debate Competition”

Date — 16.3.26 & 18.03.26

Introduction: Speaking skill is one of the essential skills for the teaching profession because it
enables teachers not only to communicate effectively but also to express their thoughts, ideas, and
feelings clearly in an oral form. Being a Teacher Education Institute, Nikhil Banga Sikshan
Mahavidyalaya frequently organizes various skill development programmes throughout the year.
As a part of such initiatives, the Institute organized a speaking skills development programme
through a “Debate Competition” under the supervision of Sri Arabinda Dey.

Organization: In order to conduct the programme smoothly, all the students were divided into five
groups, each consisting of 10 students. Out of these, 5 students spoke in favour of the topic and the
remaining 5 spoke against it. The entire programme was organized systematically as follows:

vV V V V

‘7
7

3%

Selection of relevant and thought-provoking debate topics
Prior intimation to students for preparation

Allocation of roles (for/against) within each group

Fixing time limits for each speaker (4—5 minutes)
Arrangement of judges and evaluation criteria

Conducting the debate in a disciplined and interactive manner
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The groups

The debate competltlon was conducted in three successive rounds to ensure gradual development and

proper assessment of students’ speaking skills.

«* In the first round, all participants were given an equal opportunity to present their arguments
individually. Each student spoke either in favour of or against the assigned topic, according
to their group allocation. This round mainly focused on encouraging maximum participation
and assessing the basic speaking abilities of all students, such as fluency, clarity of
expression, confidence, and relevance of content.

% In the second round, only two students from each group were selected and they were given

the opportunity to present their opinions in a more structured and refined manner. Emphasis

in this round was placed on logical presentation, depth of understanding, use of appropriate
examples, and the ability to engage the audience effectively.

% The final round was conducted in the form of a face-to-face debate. In this round, one student
representing the favouring side and one student representing the opposing side were selected
from each group. They presented their arguments directly against each other, which included
rebuttal, counter-arguments, and spontaneous responses. This round aimed to evaluate
higher-order speaking skills such as critical thinking, presence of mind, argumentative ability,
and confidence under pressure.
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Glipmses of their agrument session
Conclusion: The evaluation was carried out by the judges using specific criteria, including content
quality, delivery, confidence, language proficiency, and overall performance. Based on the
cumulative scores obtained across all three rounds, the participants were evaluated and ranked. In

addition to this overall ranking, a champion from each group was also declared. The overall results
are as follows:

SINo | GroupNo Champion Rank
1 | Group-4 | Favour Group 1
2 Group- 2 Favour Group 2
3 Group-5 Favour Group 3
+ Group-1 | Favour Group 4
. Group- 3 Favour Group 5

All the participants thoroughly enjoyed the programme, and their speaking skills were significantly
enhanced through the process.
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